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Areas covered

A) Covid

▪ What we have learned 

▪ School opening update

▪ Key issues

B) SEND Business as Usual - Updates
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Attendance – before half-term
All children 21 Jan 28 Jan 4 Feb 11 Feb

Primary 21% 22% 23% 24%

Secondary 5% 5% 5% 5%

Special 30% 33% 35% 35%

Vulnerable Groups

EHC plans 35% 36% 38% 38%

Social worker 41% 43% 45% 44%

Special schools by % pupil attendance

<20% attendance 26% 20% 16% 16%

21-50% attendance 60% 62% 65% 61%

>50% attendance 14% 18% 19% 23%3



Impact of the pandemic on primary school 

children’s learning

▪ The numbers of children in Y1- 6 achieving at or above 

the standard expected for their age dropped by 

approximately 20% between 2019 and 2020. 

▪ A more pronounced drop in proportion of 

disadvantaged pupils and those with SEN working to 

expected levels than for their non-disadvantaged peers, 

▪ Younger children have ‘recovered’ their learning more 

slowly. 

4The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on primary school children’s learning

https://junipereducation.org/wp-content/uploads/juniper_folder/Juniper-Education-National-Benchmark-Dataset-Report.pdf


Mental health issues

• Mental health problems in 5–16 year olds, have risen 

from 10·8% in 2017 to 16·0% in July 2020 across 

age, gender, and ethnic groups. 

• During the pandemic, young women have had the 

highest prevalence of mental health problems. 

▪ More than a quarter of CYP reported disrupted sleep 

and 1 in 10 often or always felt lonely. 

▪ 18·0% felt fearful of leaving the house. 

5
Mental Health of Children and Young People in England 2020

https://files.digital.nhs.uk/CB/C41981/mhcyp_2020_rep.pdf


Special Needs Jungle Survey (Feb 2021)

• 65% of parents and carers of children with EHCPs 

reported that their child's provision had not been fully 

restored in first half of autumn term. 

• The shortfall was greatest for SaLT, OT, and hydrotherapy. 

• 8% of parents and carers with children on SEN Support 

said that all of their child’s SEND provision was now back 

in place. 

• Issues re remote education.

▪ 8% reported that they had no placement to send their child 

back to.

▪
6Special Needs Jungle Report

https://www.specialneedsjungle.com/provision-denied-disabled-children-report/
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Attendance from 8 March

▪ School and AP attendance is mandatory for all pupils. 

▪ Every 16 to 19 student (or 19 to 25 with an EHCP) is expected 

to undertake the majority of their planned hours on site. 

▪ Special post-16 institutions should continue to allow students to 

attend as per their usual timetable.

▪ In very exceptional circumstances, a school may encounter 

instances where it cannot provide its usual interventions and 

provision at adequate staffing ratios, or with staff with vital 

specialist training. In these circumstances, the school should 

speak to the LA or academy trust. Schools also work 

collaboratively with families to agree an approach that is in the 

CYP’s best interests. 
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Additional operational guidance for special schools, 

special post-16 institutions and alternative provision

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/963557/Additional_operational_guidance_for_special_schools__special_post-16_institutions_and_alternative_provision.pdf


Clinically extremely vulnerable 

▪ Pupils identified as clinically extremely vulnerable should shield and 

stay at home as much as possible until further notice. 

▪ Advised not to attend school while shielding advice applies nationally. 

▪ All 16 to 18 year olds with underlying health conditions which put them 

at higher risk of serious disease and mortality will be offered a vaccine 

in priority group 6 of the vaccination programme.

▪ Schools can request from parents a copy of the shielding letter.

▪ Schools should not encourage parents to request unnecessary medical 

evidence (e.g. doctors’ notes) from their GP when their child is absent. 

▪ Pupils who live with someone who is CEV, but is not clinically extremely 

vulnerable themselves, should still attend school or college.
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Additional operational guidance for special schools, 

special post-16 institutions and alternative provision

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/963557/Additional_operational_guidance_for_special_schools__special_post-16_institutions_and_alternative_provision.pdf


Special residential settings

▪ In exceptional circumstances, a residential setting may not be 

able to provide its usual interventions and provision at adequate 

staffing ratios, or with staff with vital specialist training. 

▪ If temporarily unable to provide full provision, it is preferable to 

allow the CYP to remain resident.

▪ It should aim to make any closures temporary. 

▪ LAs should be kept informed if a risk of a temporary closure. 

▪ LAs should maintain a register of all pupils and students with 

EHC plans who have been sent home and should contact the 

family frequently.
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Additional operational guidance for special schools, 

special post-16 institutions and alternative provision

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/963557/Additional_operational_guidance_for_special_schools__special_post-16_institutions_and_alternative_provision.pdf


Encouraging regular school attendance

Schools and LAs should:

▪ continue to communicate clearly and consistently the 

expectations around school attendance to families and any 

professionals who work with the family.

▪ identify pupils who are reluctant or anxious about attending or 

who are at risk of disengagement and develop plans for re-

engaging them. This includes:

o disadvantaged and vulnerable CYP;

o pupils who were persistently absent prior to the pandemic;

o pupils who have not engaged with school regularly.

▪ work closely with other professionals to support school 

attendance and notify a pupil’s social worker of non-attendance.
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Additional operational guidance for special schools, 

special post-16 institutions and alternative provision

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/963557/Additional_operational_guidance_for_special_schools__special_post-16_institutions_and_alternative_provision.pdf


1. Minimise contact 

with individuals 

who are required 

to self-isolate by 

ensuring they do not 

attend the setting
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2. Ensure face 

coverings are 

used in 

recommended 

circumstances

3. Ensure everyone is 

advised to clean their 

hands thoroughly and 

more often than usual

The System 

of Controls -

Prevention

4. Ensure good 

respiratory hygiene by 

promoting the ‘catch it, 

bin it, kill it’ approach

6. Consider how to 

minimise contact and 

maintain social 

distancing wherever 

possible

7. Keep occupied 

spaces well 

ventilated

8. Ensure individuals 

wear the appropriate 

PPE where 

necessary

9. Promote and 

engage in 

asymptomatic 

testing 

5. Maintain enhanced 

cleaning, inc. cleaning 

frequently touched 

surfaces often, using 

standard products, 

such as detergents



Face coverings (I)

▪ Y7 and above –face coverings should be worn by adults 

and pupils or students when moving around the premises.

▪ Recommend that face coverings should be worn in classrooms/ 

during activities – except for PE lessons.

▪ Wearing of face coverings in classrooms initially until Easter.

▪ In primary schools, face coverings should be worn by staff and 

visitors in situations where social distancing between adults is 

not possible.

▪ Primary school children do not need to wear a face covering.
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1. Additional operational guidance for special schools, 

special post-16 institutions and alternative provision

2. Face coverings guidance

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/963557/Additional_operational_guidance_for_special_schools__special_post-16_institutions_and_alternative_provision.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own


Face coverings (II)

▪ Transparent face coverings which may assist 

communication with someone who relies on lip reading, 

clear sound or facial expression to communicate can also 

be worn. 

▪ Limited evidence regarding the effectiveness or safety of 

transparent face coverings; may be more effective in 

reducing the spread of coronavirus than not wearing a face 

covering at all.  

▪ Exemptions - Those who rely on visual signals for 

communication, or speak to, or provide support to, such 

individuals. 
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1. Additional operational guidance for special schools, 

special post-16 institutions and alternative provision

2. Face coverings guidance

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/963557/Additional_operational_guidance_for_special_schools__special_post-16_institutions_and_alternative_provision.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own


Minimise contact and maintain social distancing 

wherever possible

▪ Schools must do everything possible to minimise contacts 

and mixing while delivering a broad and balanced curriculum.

▪ Aim is to reduce the no. of contacts between pupils, 

students and staff, through both keeping groups separate (in 

‘bubbles’) and through maintaining distance between 

individuals. 

▪ Maintaining distance or forming bubbles can be difficult in 

special settings. 

▪ All teachers and other staff can operate across different 

classes/ year groups to deliver timetable and specialist 

provision.
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Additional operational guidance for special schools, special 

post-16 institutions and alternative provision

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/963557/Additional_operational_guidance_for_special_schools__special_post-16_institutions_and_alternative_provision.pdf


‘Bubbles’ in mainstream

▪ Schools need to try to implement ‘bubbles’ of an 

appropriate size to achieve the greatest reduction in 

contact and mixing. 

▪ Younger pupils and those with complex needs will not 

be able to maintain social distancing and it is 

acceptable for them not to distance within their group.

▪ This should not affect the quality and breadth of 

teaching or access for support and specialist staff 

and therapists. 
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Testing
• Primary school staff to continue to take 2 rapid COVID-19 tests each 

week at home.

• All secondary school and college students will take three COVID-19 tests 

in school from 8 March.

• Schools will phase their testing arrangements, but should prioritise 

vulnerable children and children of critical workers and Years 10-13. 

• After the initial three tests in school or college, students will be provided 

with 2 rapid tests to use each week at home.

• Secondary school and college staff will be provided with 2 tests to use 

each week at home.

• Specialist settings, including AP, are encouraged to work with their 

secondary school students and families to agree the most appropriate 

way for them to access twice-weekly testing. 

• Testing remains voluntary – schools should not make a negative test a 

requirement to attend. 

17Rapid asymptomatic testing in specialist settings

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings/mass-asymptomatic-testing-in-specialist-settings


Visiting specialists and support staff 

▪ The Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (All 

Tiers) (England) Regulations 2020 allow for the 

provision of health and care services.

▪ CYP can continue to receive appropriate support from 

health and social care services where it is reasonably 

necessary for the purposes of provision specified in an 

EHC plan.

▪ Specialists, therapists, clinicians and other support staff 

for pupils with SEND can provide interventions as usual 

where this is reasonably necessary, including where this 

requires them to move between settings.
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https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1374/made


Recovery support package

• £302 million Recovery Premium for state schools to bolster 

summer provision for their students, e.g. laying on additional 

clubs and activities, or for evidence-based approaches for 

supporting the most disadvantaged pupils.

• £200 million to (a) expand the National Tutoring Programme, 

(b) extend the 16-19 Tuition Fund to support students in 

English, maths and other vocational and academic subjects, 

and (c) to support language development in the early years.

• £200 million for secondary schools to deliver face-to-face 

summer schools, to target provision based on pupils’ needs.
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https://nationaltutoring.org.uk/


Wellbeing for Education Return

▪ New and updated Wellbeing for Education Return resources 

now available. 

▪ Includes a short, recorded webinar - 'Every interaction 

matters’ - a simple framework for promoting wellbeing, 

resilience and mental health. 

▪ For education leaders with all staff in staff or INSET sessions, 

or for education staff to work through individually. 

▪ Sits alongside the original Wellbeing for Education Return 

content covering issues such as bereavement, loss, anxiety, 

stress and trauma and signposting to free information and 

resources for education staff, CYP, parents and carers. 
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https://www.minded.org.uk/Component/Details/662137
https://www.minded.org.uk/Component/Details/685525
https://www.minded.org.uk/Catalogue/Index?HierarchyId=0_48943_49165&programmeId=48943
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/02/01/mental-health-resources-for-children-parents-carers-and-school-staff/


LA SEND Survey

▪ Large response

▪ Increase in EHE

▪ Further analysis of other data underway
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SEND Business as Usual 

Update
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The education of children living in children's homes

▪ Report is the first step in mapping the journeys of CLA, 

and children in need, through the social care system.

▪ 75% of children living in children’s homes had SEN.

▪ 45% had EHC plans, 27% at SEN Support.

▪ Pupils in children’s home less likely to attend the best 

schools; more likely to attend special schools and AP:

o 20 times more likely to be in specialist education 

settings

o 18 more likely to be in AP.

23Ofsted Feb 2021: The education of children living in children's homes

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-education-of-children-living-in-childrens-homes/the-education-of-children-living-in-childrens-homes


Updated 21-22 high need funding operational 

guidance

▪ Issued on 16 February.

▪ Small changes to 2021/22 high needs funding system. 

▪ Clarification on place and top-up funding obligations. 

▪ Annex 2 has been updated - more information on the 

responsibility for CYP who move between LAs, inc LAC. 

▪ New Annex 3, providing additional information on health 

and social care costs. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/high-needs-funding-arrangements-2021-to-2022


Various updates

1. The teaching school hub programme : a new network of 87 

centres of excellence/ teaching school hubs for teacher training 

and development, from Sept 2021.

2. Use of the engagement model is statutory from Sept 2021; 

Training details from engagementmodel@icat.org.uk.

3. Liberty Protection Safeguards (LPS) to replace Deprivation of 

Liberty Scheme from April 2022. Will cover 16 -17 year olds.

4. Assessments/ reviews – 31 March prompt.

5. The Family Hubs – Growing Up Well project – Aim to improve 

outcomes for disadvantaged and vulnerable children aged 0-5. 

Closing date 14 March 2021.

6. EdTech SEND support hub - helps schools ensure curriculum 

is inclusive and accessible. National Star hosting webinars/ 

training events until end March.
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/teaching-school-hubs
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-engagement-model
mailto:Engagementmodel@icat.org.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/liberty-protection-safeguards-factsheets/liberty-protection-safeguards-what-they-are
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/family-hubs-growing-up-well-submit-an-expression-of-interest
https://www.nationalstar.org/products-services-facilities/star-technology/accessible-tech/send-support-hub/


An opportunity to 

discuss SEN issues

(a) Covid related

and/or

(b) Business as usual 


