
 

 

The role of the Area SENCO  

 

5.55 To fulfil their role in identifying and planning for the needs of children with 
SEN, local authorities should ensure that there is sufficient expertise and 
experience amongst local early years providers to support children with SEN. Local 
authorities often make use of Area SENCOs to provide advice and guidance to 
early years providers on the development of inclusive early learning environments. 
The Area SENCO helps make the links between education, health and social care 
to facilitate appropriate early provision for children with SEN and their transition to 
compulsory schooling.  

5.56 Typically, the role of the Area SENCO includes:  

• providing advice and practical support to early years providers about 
approaches to identification, assessment and intervention within the 
SEN Code of Practice  

• providing day-to-day support for setting-based SENCOs in ensuring 
arrangements are in place to support children with SEN  

• strengthening the links between the settings, parents, schools, social 
care and health services  

• developing and disseminating good practice  

• supporting the development and delivery of training both for individual 
settings and on a wider basis  

• developing links with existing SENCO networks to support smooth 
transitions to school nursery and reception classes, and  

• informing parents of and working with local impartial information, 
advice and support services, to promote effective work with parents of 
children in the early years  

 

5.57 The Area SENCO plays an important part in planning for children with SEN to 
transfer between early years provision and schools.  

5.58 Where there is an Area SENCO in place, they will want to work with early 
years providers who are registered with either Ofsted or a childminder 
agency. They should consider how they work with and provide advice to 
childminder agencies and their registered providers in supporting children with 
SEN. 
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