
Improving outcomes: 

high aspirations and expectations for children with SEN 

5.1 All children are entitled to an education that enables   them to:  

       • achieve the best possible educational and other outcomes, and  

  • become confident young children with a growing ability to                     
communicate their own views and ready to make the transition into         
compulsory education  

5.2     Providers of early years education, that is all early years providers in 
the maintained, private, voluntary and independent sectors that a local 
authority funds, are required to have regard to this Code including the 
principles set out in Chapter 1.  

5.3    The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is the statutory framework 
for children aged 0 to 5 years. All early years providers must follow the 
safeguarding and welfare requirements of the EYFS and the learning 
and development requirements, unless an exemption from these has 
been granted.  

5.4   Providers must have arrangements in place to support children with 
SEN or disabilities. These arrangements should include a clear 
approach to identifying and responding to SEN. The benefits of early 
identification are widely recognised – identifying need at the earliest 
point, and then making effective provision, improves long-term 
outcomes for children.  

5.5   All those who work with young children should be alert to emerging 
difficulties and respond early. In particular, parents know their children 
best and it is important that all practitioners listen and understand when 
parents express concerns about their child’s development. They should 
also listen to and address any concerns raised by children themselves.  

 

They must also prepare a report on:  

• the implementation of their SEN policy  

• their arrangements for the admission of disabled children  

• the steps being taken to prevent disabled children from being treated 
less favourably than others  

• the facilities provided to enable access to the school for disabled 
children, and  
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• their accessibility plan showing how they plan to improve access over 
time  

 

5.7 Early years providers must provide information for parents on how they 
support children with SEN and disabilities, and should regularly review and 
evaluate the quality and breadth of the support they offer or can access for 
children with SEN or disabilities. Maintained nursery schools and all providers 
of relevant early education to children with SEN must co-operate with the 
local authority in reviewing the provision that is available locally (see Chapter 
3), and in developing the Local Offer (see Chapter 4). Providers should work 
in partnership with other local education providers to explore how different 
types of need can be met most effectively. (revised statement Jan 2015) 
5.8 Local authorities must ensure that all providers they fund in the 
maintained, private, voluntary and independent sectors are aware of the 
requirement on them to have regard to the SEN Code of Practice and to meet 
the needs of children with SEN and disabilities. When securing funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-olds local authorities should promote 
equality and inclusion for children with disabilities or SEN. This includes 
removing barriers that prevent children accessing early education and working 
with parents to give each child support to fulfil their potential.  

5.9 Where assessment indicates that support from specialist services is 
required, it is important that children receive it as quickly as possible. Joint 
commissioning arrangements should seek to ensure that there are sufficient 
services to meet the likely need in an area (Chapter 3, Working together 
across Education, Health and Care for joint outcomes). The Local Offer 
should set out clearly what support is available from different services, 
including early years, and how it can be accessed. 
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